
Beyond the 
Bus Stop 

By Taylor Carr 



Every once and a while, an artist comes 
along that changes the way people view art. 
They step outside of the box and do something 
that has never been seen before. Brian 
Zimmerman is one of those artists. He doesn’t 
just dip his brush into paint and make a picture. 
He makes you think. 

Artists like these don’t come around often 
and it makes you wonder where they get their 
inspiration. What made them who they are 
today, or better yet who? “One of my favorite 
artists is Robert Urwin. He is one artist that I 
admire because he is a spatial artist. He thinks 
outside of the box,” says Zimmerman. 

Zimmerman hardly ever uses a canvas to 
display his art. Instead he uses everyday objects. 
His latest piece of art, the “Parentheses”, came 



about from sitting at the bus stop and watching 
people interact. 

“I came up with the Parentheses, when I 
was sitting at the bus stop and I noticed that 
no one was talking to each other. Everyone 
was looking straight ahead waiting for the bus 
to arrive. It isn’t only a piece of art, it is also a 
place where you can sit and talk. It’s intimate 
and makes you pay attention to who you are 



talking to,” he said. It is one interesting piece of 
art. It is shaped like a pair of parentheses facing 
each other. Not only is it a piece of art but it is 
a place to sit while waiting for the bus or simply 
to enjoy the beautiful weather. It not only makes 
a statement but it is comfortable too and a great 
place to talk. 

Zimmerman wants to make art that entices 
people. He wants to catch people’s attention 
and with the Parentheses he certainly does. 

Art is not the only thing that is important to 
Zimmerman; he is also going back to school. 

“My goal is to learn how to balance my art 
and school. I want to learn from other artists 
and also learn how to teach future artists. I want 
to teach people about art. It is something that I 
have always wanted to do,” Zimmerman said. 

Now that he is going back to school to 
become an educator, Zimmerman’s plate will 
be full. He has done about five art exhibits in 
colleges and several here in Kansas City. He 
wants his art to challenge people but isn’t really 
thinking about inspiring them.“I want people 
to be comfortable when they see my art. I want 
to challenge people’s 
perceptions. To me any 
reaction would be great 
whether it’s positive or 
negative. It means that 
my art makes people feel 
something.” 

His art certainly 
does make a statement, 
but what would he be 
if he wasn’t an artist? 

Was that always his first 
choice? Zimmerman 
says, “I’ve known since 
I was a little boy that 
I loved art. When I 
was in high school was 
when I decided it was 
going to be my career. 

If I wasn’t an artist I 
would probably be a social psychologist. That is 
something that has always interested me.” 

So what’s next for Brian Zimmerman? 

He will be leaving Kansas City, but don’t 
worry he will be back to do an exhibit here at 
Avila University in April. Do not be surprised 
if you see Parentheses popping up around 
Kansas City or anywhere else for that matter. 
Brian Zimmerman is a talented young artist 
and definitely someone everyone should be 
watching. 
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A Heated 
Constitution Day 

By Emilee Bickleman 

Kansas State Senator Tim Owens made a 
special visit to Avila University on Wednesday, 
September 15. The occasion: Constitution Day. 
Owens spoke about the hot topic of Arizona and 
illegal immigration. 

Arizona gave the right to police every 
person that would be suspected to be illegal 
because the state felt that illegal immigrants 
were taking more than they contributed. Avila 
junior Cherilyn Lund disagrees, “I did not know 
much about this topic and his speech was very 
informative about his opinion. However, I 
think what Arizona is doing is crazy, and for the 
mean time a lot of horrible things are happening 
to people who have the appearance of illegal 
immigrants.” 

At this point of his lecture many students 
and faculty members had began to shape their 
own opinions. James Chapman, also an Avila 
junior, had strong feelings toward this subject, 
and disagreed with Lund’s view. He feels that 
immigrants should be required to go through a 
process of citizenship before being allowed to 
reside and work in the United States, and that 
this would help the government avoid situations 
like Arizona’s. 




Following the Senator’s speech, the floor 
was opened for questioning. Simultaneously 
hands went up and the tension in the room 
increased. Chapman praised the Senator’s 
approach, “Tim’s speech was exactly how a 
politician should speak by being broad with his 
answers to questions, and keeping himself from 
saying the wrong thing.” 

In Senator Owens said, “There were many 
good questions that were asked today and each 
person led themselves into dialogue and debate, 
but I hope from my answers I shared with them 
they research more in depth.” His answers to 
many of the questions had good points and left 
the audience thinking. 

Senator Owens’s speech made the 
Constitution Day seminar a success. Senior 
Cory Stuefer said, “I found this interesting and 
very informative, but what really made this a 
great event was his ability to take on a lot of 
challenging questions and turn them back onto 
the audience. 

“If nothing came out of this for the 
students, I just hope they start inquiring what 
is in the Constitution and how it applies to 
everything today,” stated Senator Owens. 

Next Constitution Day is expected to 
be as intriguing. Students should listen to 
the Senator’s hope and look further into the 
government’s actions. Follow the Talon for 
national news updates, and voice your opinion 
to the Talon through the media networks. 




From left to right: Avila President Ron Slepitza, Kansas State Senator Tim Owens, and 
Pre-Law Professor Andrea Olitsky 
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Kitchen Living 

By Bransen Ireland 



V^hen walking through the campus 
at Avila University one might feel a little 
bit cramped for personal space. It could 
be because it is the start of a brand new 
semester with fresh faces and a new 
landscape, or it could be because on 
campus residency is at an all time high. 



According to second year RA and Avila 
student Joe Parkurst the dorm situation 
was a little hectic. “We had 70 some odd 
kids on the waiting list this semester.” That 
means that the three campus residence 
halls, Carondelet Hall, Ridgeway Hall, and 
Thompson Hall, were all at 
maximum capacity. With 
the numbers so high the 
University was required to 
make adjustments to find 
students a place to live. 

Adjustments were made 
leaving two Avila University 
football players living in 
the community kitchen of 
Carondelet Hall. Anthony 
Brooks and James Russell of 
Fort Worth, Texas now call a 
kitchen their “room.” Brooks 
admitted to not being keen on 
this arrangement. “I was upset, 

I felt it was an unfair advantage 



that we weren’t getting what the other 
students were in a regular dorm. But now it’s 
great its way bigger and better.” 

One of the many benefits of turning 
the kitchen into their living quarters was 
that they got to keep the full size fridge 
and the room comes fully equipped with 
a sink and oven. Judging by the old pizza 
boxes and dirty dishes the sink serves more 
as a trash can for the two. 

Another thing that seems to keep waking 
the guys up is the fact that people want 
to come hangout all the time in the super 
sized kitchen dorm. Anthony 
said, “There are always people 
coming in and out all the time 
wanting to hangout.” 

James, the other kitchen 
roommate, added a down side 
to living in the kitchen, “We 
were promised that we would 
have cable at the beginning 
of the semester from the 
University and here we are the 
first week in September with 
no cable, so we do a lot of 
gamming and movie watching.” 
It is fortunate that the 
room situation was handled 
this semester. There is 
speculation that the situation 
could be worse next year. All eyes are 
on Avila, waiting for construction of a 
new residence hall to begin. When, and 
if, details are announced, the Avila 
community will be informed by the Talon. 
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Letter From The Editor 

The Talon has new Flip mino cameras 
that allow us to cover stories and interviews 
faster and immediately post them to our 
Facebook and the Talon Online. 

“Flip” isn’t just referencing the new cameras, 
there are a couple new significant changes for the 
Talon. First being the shift of our content; no longer 
is the print being the bulk of the news, but through 
our internet channels: tol, talon.tv, Facebook, 

Twitter and, especially, our new Flip Channel. We 
are expecting these new mediums will offer more 
interaction along with a quicker delivery of news, 
and allow discussion forums, writers’ blogs and 
conversations of interest to our entire student body. 

VisCom 38 is another addition to the Talon 
Media Network. This is being created by joining 
forces with MicroCinema, to be student media 
channel that will air on the University Satellite 
System (tune your television to channel 38). You will 
be able to find regular sports coverage, student profiles, student films and much, much more! 

We are continuing with the printed version of the Talon News magazine, but in a new 
Digest style format that will encourage readers to visit the web programming. 

We hope you enjoy these new mediums and encourage you to comment on our 
Facebook page or Tweet us your thoughts! Remember to join in on the conversation and 
get updates you will need to subscribe. ...Go to: 

Thet alon- online . com 
Youtub e . com / 1 alononline 
Facebook.com/talonnews_avila 
Twitter, com / 1 alonnews_avila 




Future plans - 24 hour student run radio station? We’d love to hear your ideas. 



Get ready fijff those Flips.. 




Editorial Policy 

The Talon News Magazine is produced by students of Avila University. Opinions 
expressed are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the 



Talon News Staff, the Trustees, administration, faculty, or staff of the University 
The Talon News Magazine encourages letters to the editor. These may be 
submitted electronically or in writing and should include the writer’s name, 
address, and telepone numbers for verification purposes. Letters can be mailed to 
the Talon News Magazine Editor, Avila University, 11901 Wornall Road, Kansas 
City, MO 64145. The Talon reserves the right to edit letters for reasons of space, 
clarity, or inappropriate language. Copies of the Talon News Network Operational 
Guidelines may be requested by writing to the above referenced address. 
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Lights, 

Camera, Delta! 

By Javier “Don Jav” Kelty 

For the past two years, Communication 
professor/acclaimed independent director, Dr. 
Benjamin Meade has been diligently working on 
his ninth feature film, Woke Up This Mornin’ in 
the Arkansas Delta . Like the majority of his films, 
Meade shot it as an experimental documentary. 

He explained that the project really fell in his 
hands one morning. After a long shoot on the set of 
a Sonic commercial in Sikeston, Missouri, the always 
busy Meade made his way to Arkansas to shoot 
an interview for an unrelated project. On his way 
there, lacking sleep, Meade decided to take a break 
of the tiresome road in a town called West Memphis, 
Arkansas, where he spent the night. The next day he 
woke up in the Arkansas delta (not to be confused 
with the Mississippi delta). He was surprised at the 
poverty that overwhelmed the rural town. 

“It was really trashed out. I had a really hard 
time believing that in the United States — the land 
of the plenty — that people would live in those 
kind of conditions ,” stated the film maker. 

When he finished his intended interview in 
Arkansas and found out more about the Arkansas 
delta, he returned to Kansas City with a new 
movie in mind. From that point on, he spent 
weekend excursions exploring the less publicized, 
“shadier” regions of the Arkansas delta. Always 
carrying a camera, Meade constantly captured his 
findings on film, gaining a better understanding 
of how a place with such a rich agriculture could 
turn into a southern slum. 




He experienced quite an adventure 
encountering pistol toting drunks, street musicians, 
and right wing politicians who still live lavishly 
in the impoverished delta. He also had the 
oppurtunity to learn about the Elaine massacre, 
which killed more than 800 African-Americans in 
an attempt to unionize cotton production. All of 
which can be seen in his new flick. 

“It ends on a very positive note. . .1 won’t give 
that away but it’s something Ive never really seen 
before” words which, coming from an outspoken 
man like Meade, carry a lot of weight. 
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Persons must show their Avila ID’s 
when ordering, and this offer will be 

good only one day, Oct. 7, 2010. 
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